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FIRE STAIR DOORS BLOCKED OPEN AGAIN 


S a means of keeping the fire from 

spreading from floor to floor with- 
in a building, masonry or other fire re- 
tardant walls are built around the stair- 
ways. This is one effective means of 
preventing the spread of fire as well as 
providing a safe means of exit for per- 
sons in the building. 

Although these shafts are fire-resist- 
ive, there must be doors in the walls on 
each floor to reach the stairs. How well 
the stair enclosure performs as a fire 
cut-off depends on whether these doors 
are kept shut or open. The stair en- 
closure is largely made worthless if 
the doors are open. 

Fire department inspectors almost 
universally find that janitors, custodi- 
ans and other occupants of buildings 
are abysmally ignorant of the purposes 
of the fire safeguards provided by these 
stair enclosures and doors. These doors 
may be arranged to close automatically 
when fire reaches them, but more usu- 
ally they are “self closing,” held shut 
by springs or some form of door closer. 
Some one thinks that the air would be 
better with the door open, so he places 


The picture below shows the corner 
of the Roger Williams Manor in which 
the fire which took three lives started. 
Flames were issuing dramatically from 
the fourth story windows of the apart- 
ments where the fatalities occurred 
when the general alarm was sounded. 
This was seven minutes after the Cran- 
ston fire department answered the first 
call with a ladder truck, a pumper and 
six men. 


a wedge under the door, utterly uncon- 
scious that in case of fire that wedge 
may make the building a death trap. 

The grim results of blocking doors 
open were shown in a fire on June 18 
which took three lives and injured 
other occupants of Roger Williams 
Manor, a large apartment building in 
Cranston, R. I. The building had brick 
walls but floor and interior construc- 
tion was wood. The exits consisted of 
five enclosed stairways, arranged to 
give ample means of escape. Fire doors 
in each of these five enclosures were, 
however, fastened open. The other pro- 
tection of the building was poor as 
there were no automatic sprinklers, no 
fire alarm equipment, no standpipe 
system, and no extinguishers except 
glass bulb grenades in the corridors. 

Fire departments can’t afford to let 
up for a minute their vigilance in 
watching these situations, especially in 
apartment houses and hotels. They 
must continually emphasize the impor- 
tance of these stair enclosure doors 
and what it means in safety to the oc- 
cupants to keep them shut. 


VOLUME 6, NUMBER 6, COPYRIGHT 1938 NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION “ PRINTED IN U. S. A, 





eeG' TRAW-HAT” theatres, the pro- 

fession calls them. They refer 
to the summer playhouses which bring 
drama to the rural areas during the 
vacation months. 

In a paper from Editorial Research 
Reports, Washington, D C., attention 
is called to the fire hazards of these 
buildings. “There hasn’t been a disas- 
trous fire in the old red barn theatre 
yet,” says the report. “Maybe there will 
not be, but in rural districts all over 
the country, public theatrical perform- 
ances are being given regularly in 
buildings without adequate police and 
fire protection. 

“This is another problem the auto- 
mobile has imposed upon rural areas. 
The barn theatre idea was started a 
few years ago by semi-professional 
theatre groups giving burlesque pro- 
ductions of old time melodrama. The 
most successful of the present theatres 
are located 10 to 25 miles from a large 
center of population from which they 
draw their patronage. Practically all 
patrons go by private automobile.” 

Rural barns or dwellings are usually 
built without sufficient exit capacity to 
take care of large numbers of people 
in a hurry. For this reason alone, were 
there no others, the use of such build- 
ings as theatres without providing ad- 
ditional exits would not be permitted 
in most cities and towns. According to 
the report, “Such barns as have been 
converted into theatres often use the 
large loft reached by a single narrow 
stairway. The stage is set at one end 
of the loft and folding chair seats are 
provided for from 150 to 400 persons.” 

Fire protection authorities have long 
recognized the collapsible and movable 
chair as an extremely hazardous seat- 
ing facility for large gatherings of 
people. It can easily be moved or 
tipped over to block aisles and stair- 
ways in case of emergency and thus 
cause panic. Barn theatres might better 
be equipped with the less expensive 
and safer rustic board benches, nailed 
down. 

Some summer theatres are converted 


SUMMER 
THEATRES 


A NEW 
PROBLEM FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 


from rural dwellings by taking down 
partitions and building at the back 
end a fly gallery and stage. The old 
front, kitchen, and side doors are used 
for exit. Some may be equipped with 
home type screen doors without ves- 
tibules. Since screen doors and regular 
doors cannot swing from the same 
sash in the same direction without 
blocking each other, this would force 
one door to open inward. People 
jammed against “wrong way” doors are 
familiar features of past holocausts. 

There is another type of summer 
theatre which is probably less hazard- 
ous than either of the above two. In 
summer colonies where a regular at- 
tendance can be counted on, theatres 
are built especially for the purpose 
While these have much the same ap- 
pearance as some of the remodeled 
types, they may be expected to be 
better in safety arrangements. Their 
hazards are mostly those of being re- 
mote from public water supply and 
fire protection. 

As the summer theatre idea has 
spread many groups producing plays 
have voluntarily provided adequate ex- 
its in the remodeled type theatres. 
There are, however, many rural thea- 
tres operated on a shoe string by ama- 
teur groups with one or two profes- 
sionals directing them or playing the 
leading roles. In general, according to 
the report, these groups have not had 
sufficient patronage to enable them to 
provide adequate exits, fire fighting 
equipment, fire-resistive curtains and 

Summer theatres are not always re- 
modeled from barns and rural dwell- 
ings. This one was built especially for 
the purpose. None the less the usual 
summer theatre hazards of remoteness 


from public fire protection and water 
supply threaten such buildings. 
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drapes and other items of fire safety. 

Probably summer theatre manage- 
ments commit common violations of 
fire safety practice because of ignor- 
ance. There is a lack of regulation to 
teach them the simple rules they re- 
quire. Theatres which are located with- 
in the limits of a municipality have 
been successfully regulated by the civic 
authorities, but those which are out- 
side and under the jurisdiction of the 
county, state or province have pre- 
sented a new problem to the Officials 
of those areas. County governments 
are not ordinarily concerned with fire 
safety in individual buildings. Few fire 
prevention regulations for other than 
forest fires originate and are enforced 
by counties. Some theatres may be lo- 
cated outside the jurisdiction of any 
local fire department. 


Where there is a state or provincial 
fire marshal summer theatres may be 
regulated from his office. Such control 
is handicapped, however, by lack of 
machinery to keep in touch with these 
buildings. In some cases obscure barn 
theatres may be found operating with- 
out the knowledge of his department. 
Usually the nearest fire department 
must be depended on to report viola- 
tions if they are ever to be cleared up. 

Fire departments which have sum- 
mer theatres in their districts are the 
logical agencies to watch their hazards. 
Firemen who drop in at these theatres 
often may find the player groups ready 
to accept their suggestions for fire 
safety. Armed with the power of fire 
marshals’ regulations which would be 
evoked if they reported hazardous con- 
ditions to the state office, firemen in 
some states can also wield a club. Such 
important items of fire protection as 
fire-resistive curtains, sufficiently wide 
aisles kept clear at all times, adequate 
exits with proper doors, and first aid 
fire appliances might usually be urged 
on the management. Common fire pre- 
vention principles such as no-smoking 
rules and provisions of a watchman 
are things most theatre groups will be 
willing to provide. 











Picture 


‘Fize 


AMERA film does not forget. Many 
fire departments are taking advan- 
tage of this fact by delegating one of 
their members to make a pictorial rec- 
ord of the fires they are called on to 
fight. The result has been, in many 
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ae See Sen van complete, —_— Scene on Main Street, Braidwood, Illinois, as volunteers approached a fire in a 
valuable and more interesting reports. paint, wallpaper and furniture warehouse belonging to store on left. Front win- 

Pictures taken at intervals during a dows of the building involved are boarded up and fire is directly behind this 


fire can be used to great advantage in barricade on the first floor. Hose lines are laid and firemen are waiting for water. 



























preparing written records. Frequently show the changes in attack which every Pictures on this page were made in 
developments in the fire which were not fire department must make to meet new sequence as the Braidwood, Illinois, Vol- 
' observed or may be forgotten by the developments, and the effect of such unteer Fire Department attacked and 
fire fighters are caught by the camera. changes. These and many other fire extinguished a fire in a mercantile 
: Pictures show changes in the intensity facts of value may be preserved forever warehouse. They are good examples of 
; of the fire, a factor which it is difficult by a timely release of the camera shut- the type of pictorial record which the 
: for the human eye to determine. They fire photographer should obtain. 
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View on left was taken as tiremen first received water. “‘:wo men may be seen removing the wooden barricade with a 
od pike pole. Smoke released from inside as windows are opened obstructs view of fire. Center view shows barricade completely 
e- broken down. Two lines from pumper are being used alternately to cool walls between buildings and extinguish fire. Fire- 
ag man on roof at extreme left of this view is covering the roof of the store with a chemical line. Fire in warehouse has made 

some headway. View on right shows fire under control on first floor of warehouse but flames coming from second floor win- 
an dow. Ladder is being raised to fight this fire as firemen contine to cool walls between buildings. 
be 












Left view shows firemen climbing ladder to second floor window as heavy smoke indicates ignition of paint. The smoke 
was brownish-yellow and mixed with flashes of flame. In the next view firemen, assisted by the arrival of outside compa- 
nies, have gained control. Last view shows fire out, the exposed store undamaged, and firemen washing down the ruins 
of the warehouse to prevent all possibility of re-ignition. 
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A DOUBLE-DUTY 


‘Fite Hazard Display 


INCINNATI, like every other city, 
C is faced with the problem of mak- 
ing its citizens fire conscious. Its fire 
officials have found that, while they 
can reach the industrial plants in fair- 
ly frequent inspections, and thus hold 
their losses in check, home hazards are 
tough nuts to crack. Like fire depart- 
ments in many a city, town, village 
and hamlet of the United States and 
Canada, the fire department of Cin- 
cinnati has been searching a method 
of getting fire prevention knowledge 
into the homes with sufficient frequen- 
cy to cut the dwelling fire loss. 

Cincinnati has a large and wide 
awake fire department. The Bureau 
of Fire Prevention has continued, year 
after year, to fight for a reduction in 
the home fire losses. There have been 
messages in the daily papers and fre- 
quent radio broadcasts. The fire depart- 
ment was one of the first to send its 
uniformed members to inspect private 
dwellings. It has conducted special 
drives to encourage home owners to 
protect their homes from fire not only 
during Fire Prevention and Clean Up 
weeks, but at frequent other times dur- 
ing the year. 

During the twelve years in which 
the Cincinnati fire department has 
been conducting dwelling inspections, 
an increasing need for some central 
source of easy fire prevention informa- 
tion for home-owners has been felt. 
Department heads reasoned that such 
a source would also be valuable in 
training fire department inspectors. 

From the fire department records 
members of the Fire Prevention Bu- 
reau studied the hazards which had 


caused fires in Cincinnati and planned - 


a display piece which would illustrate 
each. An impressive fire prevention 
display, portions of which are shown 
in the pictures on these pages, was 
worked out. Model buildings, typical of 
those found in many parts of the city, 
were constructed in miniature with re- 
movable roofs, floors and sidewalls to 
show the fire hazards within. Included 
are a home, a church, a modern store 
building, a factory, and a warehouse. 
The miniature home, a picture of which 
is shown on the opposite page, is a 
three foot model of a 1%-story building. 
It is completely furnished even to the 
basement and shows 72 different fire 
hazards, varying from leaks in the fur- 
nace pipes (indicated by pin holes) to 


defects in the chimney and wiring. For 
fire department training, cross sections 
of wall and door construction illustrate 
how to get at fires with the least dam- 
age and maximum effectiveness. Work- 
ing models of fire apparatus of all sorts 
are provided. 

Other buildings show fire hazards in 
great variety and the methods which 
have been successfully employed in 
their elimination. Individual fire-haz- 
ardous conditions are described in more 
detail by enlarged models or actual 
pieces of hazardous equipment. There 
are stoves of all sorts installed to show 
details of safe insulation. There are 
examples of hazardous furnaces, flue 
pipes, and fireplaces. Included in the 
display are three different types of fire 
doors: hinged, sliding, and rolling, which 
firemen are supposed to be familiar 
with. There is a display board on which 
is an actual collection of bridged fuses 
and another showing violations of safe 
wiring and defective electrical appli- 
ances found during fire department in- 
spections in the city. There is a model 
of a defective chimney. The fire pre- 
vention bureau also makes good use of 
pictures showing fire-hazardous and 
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These two pictures show a model of a 
downtown store in Cincinnati. The 
model is broken down in the bottom 
view to show its interior construction 
which Cincinnati officials describe as 
“like a building within a_ building.” 
Every fireman is expected to be familiar 
with this construction which is regard- 
ed as especially hazardous. 
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fire-safe conditions in buildings and ma- 
jor fires which have occurred due to the 
hazards illustrated by the display. 

The Cincinnati department intends to 
develop the best trained group of fire 
department inspectors in the world 
through the steady use of this display. 
The basement of the central fire sta- 
tion where it is housed is also open to 
the general public. Parts of the dis- 
play are taken around the city to civic 
clubs and schools as illustrations for 
talks on fire prevention. Display pieces 
are placed in theater lobbies and other 
downtown buildings during Fire Pre- 
vention and Clean-Up Week. Officials 
of the bureau report that the models 
are particularly effective in this fire 
prevention work because they illustrate 
clearly all points they are trying to 
make and thus tell the story better than 
a long lecture, a motion picture, or 
slides. The construction of the models 
allows them to be manipulated freely 
or taken apart piecemeal to demon- 
strate clearly whatever hazards the lec- 
turer desires. Also when new ways to 
overcome fire hazards are discovered in 
the department laboratory or a new fire 
hazard makes its appearance it is a 
simple matter to add it to the model. 

The popular approval which has 
greeted the display has prompted the 
fire prevention bureau to secure yet 
wider influence for it. Pictures have 
been taken of the various items and 
compiled into a pamphlet together with 
the appropriate fire prevention mes- 
sages. Copies are distributed to audi- 
ences at fire prevention lectures and to 
those who visit the display at head- 
quarters. Copies are also sent to those 
who write in response to fire depart- 
ment radio programs. 

As a result of the publicity obtained 
from this display the fire prevention 
bureau has been asked to provide ar- 
ticles on special fire hazards to appear 
each week in the local press. These ar- 
ticles will increase the prestige of the 
fire department and go even further 
in convincing the public that its fire 
fighters are on their toes. Civic pride 
in the accomplishments of the depart- 
ment generally leads to the type of fine 
cooperation during Fire Prevention 
Week which has brought many cities 
from comparative obscurity to the 
front line of those competing for na- 
tional honors. Cincinnati will make a 
fine bid for that goal this year. 
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HOWN above are portions of the fire prevention, fire 

protection display used by the Cincinnati, Ohio, fire 
department to train fire department members in inspection 
and fire fighting and to demonstrate fire hazards to the 
public. At the left of the picture at the top of the page is 
shown a model of warehouse construction typical on one 
side of old fashioned construction and on the other of new. 
In the new half, stairwells and elevator shafts are cut off 
from floor areas and standard fire protection is provided, 
while in the old, vertical openings are not cut off, fire pro- 
tection is sub-standard, and hazardous warehouse conditions 
are shown. Principles of stream penetration are demon- 
strated in this building with a model pumper, centrifugal 
pump, ladders, water tower, and miniature hose streams. 


Also shown in the top picture is a model church which 
divides into three sections showing hazardous construction 
Captain Damm and Fire Marshal Schraffenberger of the 
Cincinnati fire department are standing (left to right) 
behind the display. 

he miniature house in left center shows the wooden 
shingle roof hazard. 

In right center is a display of hazardous types of 
heating apparatus and insulating shields with which the 
instructor can show methods of safeguarding them. 

The bottom view shows proper safety cans for various 
hazardous materials. The three cans on the left are for 
oily waste. The rest are for common flammable liquids 
The three on the right are special liquid dispensers. 
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HEN, as a volunteer, you are 
awakened in the middle of the 
night or called from your job to answer 
an alarm, you know that you may have 
to risk your life in the next few min- 
utes. You are glad to.do so for you 
take justifiable pride in your work of 
saving the results of slow human toil 
from the swift destruction that is fire. 
What you are likely not to consider 
is how important your life and health 
is to your community and your depart- 
ment. On the fire grounds, firemen who 
have to spend much of their time sav- 
ing and administering first aid to each 
other cannot ordinarily make much of 
an impression on a stubborn blaze. 
Firemen in hospitals are worthless to 
their department. Though no true fire- 
man would be unwilling to accept rea- 
sonable risks in line of duty, neadlong 
self sacrifice is never helpful. It is, 
therefore, just as much a part of every 
fireman’s duty to protect himself from 
injury as it is to save the lives and 
property of others. 

The best first aid in any accident is 
its prevention. Therefore, though this 
article will tell how to take care of 
victims of broken backs and broken 
necks, it will show first that such acci- 
dents need not in many cases happen. 

The greatest cause of injury to fire- 
men is falling. Starting from the fire 
station and ending with the “all out” 
the greatest cause of falls is haste. 
Speed is important in the fire fighting 
profession but experience has proved 
that uncontrolled speed often ends in 
disaster and delay. Real speed can only 
be accomplished through thoroughness 
and care. 


HE types of accidents caused by too 

much hurry are many. As the driver 
swings his truck out into the street late 
arrivals may make futile bids to get 
aboard and roll jerkily off into the gut- 
ters. A fireman who loosens his grip 
on the hand rail to put on his coat 
may be thrown off when the truck 
swerves to avoid an incautious motor- 
ist or pedestrian. At the fire an over- 
anxious fireman may rush up a ladder 
before it is secured and tumble with 
it to the ground. A nozzleman may be 
carrying an uncharged line to a sec- 
ond-story window when a hasty com- 
rade turns on the water and snaps him 
from his position. A hurried step on 
an ice encrusted ladder in winter will 
often send a fireman hurtling to the 
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earth. All such falls as these can be 
prevented by common caution, and good 
organization. Firemen should know 
who’s in charge at all times during a 
fire and to whom they are directly re- 
sponsible. This will prevent accidents 
due to lack of cooperation. 

Many falls are caused by firemen’s 
unfamiliarity with buildings which they 
enter during fires. One may step from 
a ladder through a window into an un- 
seen interior where smoke hides stair- 
wells and elevator shafts and drop deep 
into the basement. On the roof fire- 
men have sometimes stepped off into 
space where edges were concealed by 
smoke, or have backed too far away 
from the flames before looking where 
they were going. Even the undramatic 
falls which result from tripping over 
concealed objects may result in seri- 
ous injury. Haste should therefore never 
be allowed at the sacrifice of normal 
caution. Feeling one’s way where one 
cannot see is an advisable procedure. 


HOUGH normal caution will prevent 

most falls, you must be ready when 
one comes. You should remember that 
your best hope for safety if you find 
yourself falling is a relaxed position. 
Most broken bones result from landing 
stiff. Net practice should be good train- 
ing against this. You are likewise less 
subject to injury in falls if you avoid car- 
rying too many bulky objects on your 
equipment belt. Falling on a large bat- 
tery in the middle of the back may 
make a broken spine out of what would 
have been only a routine bruise. 

There are certain important rules to 
follow in back injuries. You should con- 
sider yourself fortunate if you never 
have to employ them, but if every mem- 
ber of your department knows them 
they may save your life or that of some- 
one else. Here they are as announced 
by a recent Congress of the American 
College of Surgery in New York re- 
ported by The Chief, New York civil 
service newspaper: 

“Unless there is imperative reason to 
move an individual suspected of having 
a spinal injury to a place of safety, the 
injured is best not moved or lifted un- 
til medical aid reaches him. If the in- 
jured must be moved, the following first- 
aid methods are suitable: 

“If a patient complains of pain in his 
back, he may have a broken back. If 
he complains of pain in his neck, he 
may have broken his neck. Never lift 
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an injured person or his head until he 
has told you whether he can move his 
legs or fingers. If he cannot move his 
legs, his back is broken. If he cannot 
move his fingers, his neck is broken. 
In both cases the spinal cord is injured. 
If you lift his head to give him a drink 
of water, or if you fold him up to carry 
him, you inevitably grind the injured 
spinal cord between parts of the broken 
spine and destroy any useful remnant 
of the spinal cord which may have es- 
caped injury in the accident. Do not 
allow the victim to sit up. 

“When the back is broken, gently roll 
the victim over onto a blanket so that 
he rests on his abdomen, placing arms 
at sides, with the head turned to one 
side. When the blanket is lifted, the 
victim’s back sags downward thus mak- 
ing him sway-backed and removing 
pressure from the spinal cord. The in- 
jured person is then placed face down- 
ward on a stretcher or similar support 
for transportation and should not be 
transported in the seat of an automo- 
bile. Do not allow injured to sit up. 

“When the neck is broken, gently slide 
the victim on a plank, rigid board or 
shutter, so that he rests face upward, 
arms at sides. Under no circumstances 
should the head be tilted forward. No 
pillow should be placed under head or 
neck. A strap should be placed around 
the injured man and the board to pre- 
vent him from falling off during trans- 
portation. Do not allow the man to sit 
up. 

“When the victim is unconscious han- 
dle him as though his neck were bro- 
ken.” 


HE importance of strict compliance 

with these rules is easily understood. 
They are all prescribed with one pur- 
pose: that of minimizing the chances 
of complications which may magnify 
the injury many times. Treatment of 
broken bones is a highly specified sci- 
ence. Not many years ago a broken 
back or broken neck meant almost cer- 
tain death or deformity. Surgical prow- 
ess has increased greatly since then. 
Now most breaks can be healed with 
complete success;—if they are not ag- 
gravated by unpracticed hands before 
competent medical aid can be applied. 
Under no _ circumstances, therefore, 
should anyone but a recognized surgeon 
or doctor be allowed to attempt other 
first-aid measures than those given 
above. 





“The World 


of Tomorrow” 


DEPENDS ON 
A.D.T. PROTECTION 





@ Like all major expositions of recent years, New York 
World’s Fair 1939 adopted A.D.T. fire protection sig- 
naling systems to assure prompt discovery and accurate 
alarms in case of fire. Other A.D.T. protected expositions 
include: the “Golden Gate International Exposition” at 
San Francisco; “A Century of Progress” at Chicago; the 
“Texas Centennial” at Dallas; the “Great Lakes Expo- 


sition” at Cleveland; the “San Diego Exposition.’ 





THE LAST WorRD in fire fighting equipment has ens cients by the 
Fair Corporation. Manned by almost a complete batallion of trained, 
experienced fire fighters, the Fair Fire Department is one of the most 
efficient units of its size in the country. Prompt and accurate alarms 
are assured by the A.D.T. Aero Automatic Fire Alarm protecting most 
of the exhibit buildings, and by A.D.T. Manual Fire Alarm Boxes 
strategically located throughout the grounds and in all buildings. 
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IRREPLACEABLE ART TREASURES in the Contemporary Ars Bu 

above, and the Old Masters, valued at $30,000,000 t > ne 
Arts Building are protected by Aero Automatic Fire ‘Alar m and 
Wartchman’s Compulsory Tour Systems. 





ONE OF THE SEVEN LARGEST buildings at the Fair, ¢ 
Pharmacy has one of the most extensive A.D.T. Protection System 
All buildings of the Fair Corporation are A.D.T. Protected. 











THE MARVELS OF MOTORING are dramatically portrayed in the ex- 
hibits of Chrysler, shown here, and of General Motors. These and 
many other private exhibits are protected by Aero and Watchman’s 
Compulsory Tour Systems. 








CENTRAL STATION SUPERVISION assures constant proper functic 
of the Protection Systems. Signals received 1¢ A.D.T. Ce 
Station in Long Island City are transmitted to the Fair Fire De 
ment on the grounds, and the New York City Fire Department 
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August, 1939 


IS is the first issue under the di- 
rection of a new executive head of 
the N.F.P.A., the Board of Directors 
having appointed Percy Bugbee as Gen- 
eral Manager. This change is in ac- 
cordance with Franklin Wentworth’s 
request that he be relieved of his ex- 
ecutive duties as Managing Director. It 
involves no break in the Association’s 
policy or Executive Office administra- 
tion for Mr. Bugbee as Assistant Man- 
aging Director has been working in the 
closest of harmony with Managing Di- 
rector Wentworth. Mr. Bugbee has been 
with the executive staff of the Asso- 
ciation since 1921. Other members of 
the staff remain without change, sev- 
eral having 15 or 20 years’ experience 
under Mr. Wentworth’s inspiring leader- 
ship. 

Mr. Wentworth is not retiring in the 
usual sense of the term. His active and 
devoted interest in N.F.P.A. affairs con- 
tinues. In a consulting capacity, he will 
continue in the service of the Associa- 
tion in various non-executive matters in 
which he is personally interested and 
will continue to give freely of his time 
and experience for the promotion of 
the cause which has so long been his 
life work. 


Reems Spring the fire department of 
a small city in the Middle West 
received an early morning call for a 
fire in the “Central School.” The fire 


department, consisting of ten men, re- 
sponded with one of their two trucks, 
a 350-gallon pump carrying only 1%-in. 
hose. Two lines were quickly put in 
service but the small streams proved 
futile due to the headway of the fire. 
Not until twenty minutes later was the 
other fire truck, a 600-gallon pumper 
loaded with standard 24 -in. hose, called. 
Outside help was also eventually sum- 
moned but the fire had such headway 
that a loss of $100,000 resulted. 


This fire is interesting because it 
serves to repeat a frequent warning of 
veteran fire fighters that too much con- 
fidence should not be placed in small 
stream equipment. While many fire 
chiefs find that 112-inch hose streams 
are all that are needed at the ordinary 
dwelling fire, it is a serious error to be- 
lieve that they could possibly prove ade- 
quate for a large fire in a school build- 
ing. It might also be remarked that 
nothing less than a 500-gallon pump is 
generally recognized as a standard 
pumping engine. The 350-gallon ma- 
chine which answered the first alarm 
did not have the capacity to supply 
more than one standard fire stream had 
the hose been available. It is from many 
years of costly fire experience that most 
fire departments have developed the 
procedure of responding to building fires 
with their heavy equipment right at the 
first call. If the fire is trivial there is 
no harm done as the smaller streams 
can be used, but when a hot fire re- 
quires lots of water, delay in summon- 
ing pumpers and hose, or in getting 
neglected heavy stream appliances out 
of mothballs, may prove disastrous. 


OON after they receive this issue, 

many volunteers will be off to New 
York to attend the greatest volunteer 
firemen’s convention, tournament, and 
parade of all time. The quarter million 
volunteers of New York State will be 
the enthusiastic hosts as firemen from 
all parts of the world gather at their 
World’s Fair from August 15-18. Con- 
tests will include motor pumper, lad- 
der and hose evolutions. A monster 
parade will feature the history of fire 
apparatus from the earliest hand tubs to 
the latest pumpers. The large amphi- 
theater on the lake has been assigned 
as the firemen’s convention headquar- 
ters. 

If you or your department are expect- 
ing to attend the contest and parade 
you should register at the Executive 
Headquarters of the Firemen’s Associa- 
tion, State of New York, New York 
World’s Fair 1939 Convention Commit- 
tee, 136-61 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, 
N. Y. If you are intending to compete 
in the contests or parade, your entry 
blank should now be in the hands of 
Chairman John J. McConnell of the 
Tournament and Parade Committee at 
the same address. Those who are already 
entered should be sure to register with 
the Chairman as soon as they reach 
New York. The telephone number of 
headquarters is Flushing 9-3399. 


8 Volunteer Firemen for August 1939 


EMBERSHIP in the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s section now exceeds 14,500. 
Eight newly enrolled departments with 
155 men and fifteen renewing compa- 
nies with 334 men brought the total to 
663 departments and 14,541 men during 
the past month. This increase, coming 
as it does during the summer months 
when things are slow, is another vote 
of confidence. It tells us that we're 
still giving the Volunteers what they 
want. With that kind of support we'll 
keep it up. 
We take pride in reviewing our 
growth. In August, 1934, date of our 
first August issue, we reported a mem- 


bership of 6,199 men. By the next 
August it had jumped 41 percent to 


8,768. In August, 1936, we were proud- 

ly telling folks that we were serving 

10,440 of the nation’s volunteer firemen. 

In 1937 the number was 12,328, and in 

1938, 13,016. This year we show a fur- 

ther increase of 12 percent and are look- 

ing forward to the time when there 

will be few volunteers who do not be- 

long to their national association. 

Following is a list of the eight depart- 

ments which we welcome into mem- 

bership this month: 

Tempe Volunteer Fire Department, 
Tempe, Arizona. 

Saratoga Volunteer Fire Department, 
Saratoga, California. 

Fairplay Volunteer Fire Department, 
Fairplay, Colorado. 

Fremont Volunteer Fire Department, 
Fremont, Iowa. 

Wayne Fire Department, Wayne, Ne- 
braska. 

Greenport Fire Department, Greenport, 
New York. 

Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department, 
Shinnston, West Virginia. 

Algoma Fire Department, Algoma, Wis- 
consin. 


A Problem Question 
FOR AUGUST 


Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 
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How can you extend your Fire 
Prevention Week program to cover 
farm and rural property? 


The answer to the problem 
question for July will be found 
on page 6. 
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HOSE and LADDER WORK 


Fire departments are enthusiastic over this 
new manual on Hose and Ladder Work. 
A large number of outstanding drill mas- 
ters and fire department instructors con- 
tributed in its preparation, and all of the 
principal operations involving hose and 
ladder work are described in detail. 
38 illustrations 
64 pages 6 x 9 inches 
Single copies ........... 50 cents. 
Put a copy in the hands of 
every fireman in your department 
National Fire 
Protection Association 
INTERNATIONAL 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


NP. FP. A. 
Membership 


for 
Your Company 
or Department 


Membership with unusual ad- 
vantages is available to fire com- 
panies and fire departments 
through the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association. Here’s the 
simple plan: 

Your company or department 
applies for regular membership 
in the N.F.P.A. and pays the 
minimum $10 annual dues. When 
the application is accepted, the 
company or department begins 
to receive at headquarters the 
monthly bulletins and publica- 
tions sent regularly to all mem- 
bers of the Association. Also 
comes a 100-page Quarterly Mag- 
azine (four times during the mem- 
bership year), a volume of annu- 
al Proceedings (over 400 pages). 
a Directory of members, and an 
Index to printed publications. 
You thus build up a nice fire 
library. Membership also places 
at the disposal of the company 
or department the Information 
Service of the Association. 


Membership Plan Includes 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
for Your Company or Department 


The publications and services 
enumerated above are what reg- 
ular N.F.P.A. members get for 
their $10 annual dues. The spe- 
cial membership plan of the Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Section provides 
that in addition you get VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN magazine for 
the men in your company or 
department. (The $10 minimum 
dues allows you to enroll up to 
20 men to receive the magazine: 
50c per year extra for each man 
in excess of 20 enrolled.) VOL- 
UNTEER FIREMEN is mailed to 
each man’s home address. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR 
SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


If your company or department is 
now a member, pass this coupon to 
some other company or department 
which might like to enjoy the benefits 
of this plan. 


National Fire Protection Association, 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.: 


Please send me a membership appli- 
eation blank. I am interested in your 
special membership plan for our com- 
pany or department. 


Name 


Rank 
(Chief, See’y, Capt., ete.) 


Name of Company or Department 


Address 





[The ‘Model A” Super 


Which Every Volunteer Fire 
Department Should Know About 


Every volunteer Fire De- 
partment should know the! 
exclusive qualities of this 
first-aid extinguisher which 
experience shows should 
be the first to be carried 
into any fire because:— 
FIRST:— 
It is safe to use on electri- 
cal fires. Fyr-Fyter fluid is 
not only a powerful fire 
extinguishing fluid, but a 
most certain insulation— 
safeguarding the operator 
against serious injury or 
possible death from elec- 
trical contact. 
AND SECOND:— 

1 Quart It is effective on concealed 

136 coast fires in walls and other 

Sizes “hard to reach” locations 

and is effective also on 


| fires in greases, oils and the more 


flammable liquids. 
SALESMEN WANTED 


| If you are interested in adding to 

| your income by spare time work or 

| in building a permanent business 

| for yourself without investment in 

| stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 


|THE FYR-FYTER COMPANY| 


Dept. 20-44 DAYTON, OHIO! 





and 
INSURANCE 
RATES 


Three - fourths 
of all fire losses 
are directly chargeable to water 
damage. Reduce this hazard and 
better your record. Specify Shure- 
dry Salvage Covers. Drill your men 
in their use. In every city where 
Shuredry Salvage covers are a part 
of regular equipment taxpayers 
have benefited. 


Write our nearest plant for 
information and prices 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 
Manufacturers Since 1870 


ATLANTA sY. Louis Oaltas MINNEAPOLT® 
NEW YORK NEW ORLEANS KANS*4E CITY. KA* 
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TEAMWORK 


EFFICIENT VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
rely upon 
DEPENDABLE 
EFFICIENT 



























































































FEDERAL VERTICAL 
GENERAL ALARM 
SIRENS 


Increase your efficiency! 
Team up with a Federal Siren! 
Write for Bulletin 63 today! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC CO., Inc. 


8717 SO. STATE ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 





































































































WARNER 


Take out broken lengths of hose from 
charged line —change nozzles — add 
hose—drain lines. 

These and many more uses make the 
Warner indispensible to every fire 
department. 















































Light in weight—it operates so easily 
a child can use it. 

WRITE for folder on this new, mod- 
ern device for water control. 


AMERICAN [AFRANCE FOAMITE ([ORPORATION 
Elmira, N. Y. 






































20 LaFrance St. 
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EACH 


$10.00-*3.00-*2.00 soni 


PYRENE PRIZE LETTER CONTEST 


ACH month three cash awards are 
E given jointly by the Pyrene Manu- 
facturing Company of Newark, New Jer- 
sey, and VOLUNTEER FIREMEN to firemen 
who write the best letters telling of effec- 
tive work done with approved fire extin- 
guishers. The prizes are: first, $10.00; 
second, $3.00; and third, $2.00. To win 
one of the prizes does not require any 
fancy writing ability. If you know of a 
fire where good work was done with an 
extinguisher just tell the facts in your 
own way. The contest is open to mem- 
bers of fire departments including or- 
ganized industrial brigades. Read the 
contest rules below. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 


M. D. Hovutrz 
Fire Department 
Evanston, Wyoming 


Large Loss Prevented 


Late in the afternoon of June 24th 
we were called to a gasoline storage 
plant. The weather was hot and sultry 
and we had visions of a bad fire, for the 
location was near several bulk storage 
plants. Approaching, we could see a 
few wisps of smoke emerging from the 
door of a sheet iron building which 
houses a gasoline driven pump for un- 
loading tank cars. Later we learned 
that a tank truck operator had been 
filling his truck and pumping out a tank 
car at the same time. In addition he 
had drawn a can of gasoline preparing 
to fill the fuel tank on the pump en- 
gine. His next recollection had been a 
mass of flames filling the pump house. 
He seized the open can of gasoline, 
spilling some, rushed out and backed 
his truck away from the fire, then re- 
turned for a one quart carbon-tetra- 
chloride extinguisher just inside the 
pump house door. He applied this with 
such good result that the only fire left 
when we arrived was underneath the 
floor where gasoline had run through. 
We overhauled in a few moments with a 
small spray nozzle. 

The possibility of a large loss and 
injuries to firemen had this fire gotten 
away made us all very thankful that 
this one-quart extinguisher had proven 
so effective. 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 


JOHN V. STAPLETON, Captain 
Boston Fire Department 
Boston, Mass. 


One Puff and Out! 


Responding with my engine company 
to an alarm from a nearby garage I 
found the fire burning in a thirty gallon 
cylindrical automobile gasoline tank. 
The tank had been removed from a 
truck where it impeded repair work, 
and it had been balanced atop a piece 
of 22-inch pipe, about 18 inches long, 
which was standing vertically on the 
floor. Flames were shooting from the 
2-inch filler and *%-inch feed line open- 
ings in the top. The fire was supposed 





to have started when a defective drop 
cord came in contact with the tank. 

To touch the tank or exert the slight- 
est force, vibration, or added weight 
would probably have tipped it from its 
perilous position and thus perhaps 
spread the fire to thousands of dollars 
worth of trucks and cars. Yet the fire 
had to be extinguished. I selected a 
carbon dioxide extinguisher and even 
then was fearful that the exhaust from 
it might disturb the balance. Holding 
the “horn” at such an angle that the 
least possible pressure would be exerted 
on the tank I opened the valve. One 
puff and the fire was out! Neverthe- 
less, it was only after I had the tank 
placed on the solid floor, chocked to 
prevent rolling, and openings stopped 
by the gas cap and a plug, that I per- 
mitted myself a sigh of relief. 










THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 


Otis LIPSTREU 
Central Fire Hall 
Denton, Texas 


Gasoline Fire Extinguished 


About 11:00 o’clock one cold winter 
night the gongs resounded in the quiet- 
ness of the Denton Fire Station. The 
alarm was from a neighboring gasoline 
company. As we pulled out the flames 
could be seen leaping high into the air, 
and when we drew near we could see 
that a huge tank truck was involved. 
Flaming gasoline was spreading over the 
ground with immediate danger to sur- 
rounding buildings as well as the crowd 
gathered close around. 

Two members of the department 
grabbed our foam extinguishers and 
within three minutes of our arrival the 
fire was completely obliterated. The 
only damages were to the tank truck 
which had blackened sides. A disas- 
trous explosion with possible loss of 
life was averted by the two 2%-gallon 
extinguishers. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


DaNIEL T. BIRDSALL, American Chicle 
Company Fire Brigade, 30-30 Thom- 
son Ave... Long Island City, New 
York 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department. 

2. Letters are to describe actual experi- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher of 
any make has saved lives or property. 

Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 

4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience. 

5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th of the 
month will be judged in following month's 
competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: Ist, 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest, National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, 
Mass. 


Photo courtesy 
Chicago Daily News 


OWERING grain elevators, fired by terrific explo- 
sions that rocked South Chicago, gave Chief 
Corrigan’s men the hardest battle in years on May 11. 


More than 100 pieces of fire fighting equipment were 
needed to control the conflagration. Lines of Ahrens- 
Fox piston pumpers drafting from the Calumet River 
helped to stop the spread of flames which were leaping 
the river and setting fire to other elevators. 


Thus another great victory was won by a combination 


of Ahrens-Fox apparatus and fire-fighters who know 
their job and who “can take it.” 


Ahrens-Fox can supply modern fire-fighting apparatus 
that will give you an unbeatable combination. For in- 
formation regarding the type of modern equipment your 
community should have—write today! 


THE AHRENS-FOX FIRE ENGINE CO. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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PAN AM A 


THE GATEWAY TO LATIN-AMERICA AGAIN SELECTS 


The Gamewell 


FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 


Increased population, values and fire hazards in- 
cidental thereto recently impelled the City of Ponama 
to more than double the capacity of its public fire alarm 
system. After nearly 30 years experience with. its 
original Gamewell System, Panama again selected 
Gamewell to manufacture and install the new equip- 
ment including the Diaphone Horn for calling the 
Volunteer Firemen—and retained in service all of the 
old equipment installed in 1910, except the central 
alarm station. 


Gamewell principles of construction and workman- 
ship are not borrowed and Gamewell's leadership in 
the field of fire alarm signaling has been earned by 
the service record of its products. 


THE GAMEWELL FIRE ALARM SYSTEM IS A 
PERMANENT INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC SAFETY 


Three-Fold 
Alarm Box 
* 


“=” THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


Mounted 


on a NEWTON UPPER FALLS - MASSACHUSETTS 
Type U10006 


Pedestal 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 











